STATE

 Journal éﬁ%ﬂRewzier

SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS "THE OLDEST NEWSPAPER IN ILLINOIS ™ NOVEMBER 9, 2003

Delivery questions?
Call 788-1440

Tension »#air

FORMORE THAN 200 thatis taking place across the

YEARS,the peopls of he  country can be seen in micro-
PLAYOFF AR mpbladde | coueyio b
Ameica, a county bl Offand on or the past
FACE-OFF Amesis ol Of s bepes
rants. n cies andin sl Lynne Walker ofthe Mesico
S . o, new avesof mmi- ity b of Copley News
fin'srally and anis ook o improve he Senvice ved in Beardstoun.
frsoods il s and e f e o Ve e i S
fnbatapa e i the same L of o, allowel her 0 ndervada
; opportunicy and prspercy . sid ofth immiganis story
i by ther foreahers. ot uidely heard i central
s ‘Here in centalHlinois, the s, The work of Walker
Page 51

Hlinois River communicy of  and photographer Kristen
Beardstoun is no longer an Schmid Schurter ofers an in-
timate look at the clash and
‘commingling of distincly dif-
tion of Americascontially ferent cukrs

ONE FOR

THE AGES changing face, an interna- Beginning today, we are
tional community witha sig-  pleased o present thefrs

3 nificant population of His-  part of their four-day report
They marricd at panics —anda growing examining one communicy’s
19and 14 and oo o [5enchesare il
arestil sogetber ave come 10 work for Excel  change
a3 and Corp., the pork procesing Bany Locher
Duve Bakke writes plant. A demographic change Editor
about b this ~

couple made it last.
Story by . LYNNE WALKER
Photographs by KRISTEN SCHMID SCHURTER

EARDSTOWN — On winter aftemoons, in the
siiver of twilight ividing day from night, Mayor

5200 people bt by German immigrants. No

 remembered an African-American ever st-

ting down rootsin thisIlinois River town. When Mexican im-

‘migrants began flowing ino the sate,they, oo, had bypassed
Beardstown.

‘A ntimacy bad rown fom that cutur st
wav erarins sting npch
e ot o 1 s bas

FRIEND
INDEED

HOLIDAY

Swings.
Fourh ol revrks Evenbody e et .
HELPERS Bt hat i of 1986, Walers coud leev ho comort
by of sl tow e sipping ava
i I just two years, three Beards ownmployenhmlclnsed
Your donation he dors, chminating 50 obs. Now, e ow's bigget e
el ployer — the Oscar Mayer pork slaughterhouse —was shu

tingdown, linganther 20 popi. Withnohope ofinding
work, families were beginning to leav.
Walters, who worked for 18 years as a ham boer at Oscar

of his dying town.
continued on page 6

Mastly sunny but
b

chily tday b
2. Partly cloud

Wm. /

2

onpage 64

www.sjr.com

Aovee » ‘Courtesy of the Lincoin Courthouse Museun, Beardsiown
2 J . The Oscar plant opened with fanfare and
s 2 Ilinois pork queens in gloves; it was the town's
SIS il ‘major employer for 21 years.

mswus 3.0
[T

Blasts shake Saudi  Sunfire. exvlosions | [raqi resentment deepens

capital day after alert Zzz:=: after U.S. show of force

about midnight Saturday HAMZA HENDAW!
By DONNA ABUNASR e B Excorpts from Jessica
a'suicide car bombing. s Hography  Pagedt
— Houses shook, @ Officials estimate Saddam"
s ke, i v gvernan dhod 305000
and chidren Woke up Sereaming  Seopie

200h
RIVADH, Saudi Arabia — Three  gunfire was heard.
explosions rocked a residential com-  An Interior Ministry official told

G qmarase | pounding y for theirparents s US, planes

Fand%m' | night, killing at east two people and  attack was a suicide car bombing, nd bombs on th
ST, | wounding 85 in whata goverment and that (wo securiy guards were b of Saddam Husei's _ reidnts, th barage ony cor.
bomb- The ometown overni firmed for many that the United

voun
Sl el - e

ing, The show o forc late Fiday  Sisles s theirenemy.
“The attack came a day after the  out by al-Qaida because of similari- “N s
US. Embassy warned terror attacks  tes to.a May 12 attack in the capital
‘could be imminent in the tense Gulf  that illed 35 people.
L

ing ~ “Now| el we have

tothe 120,000 people of Tikrit not  won  new lease on life,” said a

tosupport insurgens, of - retred Iragi general, wearing a ra-

shooing down a Black Hawk heli- ~ditional Arab robe and looking
r hours earfer, klling sx sol.

kingdom, and America’s three diplo-  Saudi Arabia has been working
closed Saturday as a result

See pag




Page 6 Springfeld, linas THE STATE JOURNAL-REGISTER Sunday, November 9, 2003

REARDSTOWN
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Jerry Sanders, 12, stopped to look at the El Flamingo tavem in Beardstown after the building was gutted by fire on
Aug. 16, 1996.

“They said WE& Came

o take their jobs”

continued from page 7

that their lawn had grown taller than
Beardstown’s 8-inch limit. Police were
constantly ticketing Hispanics for driving
without insurance and driver's licenses

“We didn't know the laws,” said Anto-
nio Carrillo, 36, a father of three who
works at Excel. “That was part of the

roblem.”

P e police deparment was unpre-
pared for the arrival of Spanish-speaking
residents. None of the officers was bilin-
gual. During routine traffic stops, police
officer Jacob Swan pulled out his own li-
cense to show the new residents which
ID he wanted to see.

‘The town’s schools were also caught
off guard. In 1993, the district had just
one Spanish-speaing studen. By 1686,
it had several

Immigration zgems showed up at the
Excel plant in 1995 and pulled 60 work-
ers off the production line for question-

ing,
“Everybody who wasn't Caucasian,
they called into the office,” said Sergio
Ruiz, 36, who is now a chief steward for
the UFCW, Local 431. “They asked you
questions and they said, ‘Leave. Stay.
Stay.”

Despite the scare, Excel’s Hispanic
work force continued to grow.

Ruiz brought 26 Hispanics to work
with him at Excel in July 1993. At the
time, there were only about 15 Hispanics
working at the plant, he said. Excel also
paid its employees to help with the re-
cruiting, handing out $150 for each new
worker.

When the number of Hispanics
reached nearly 500, businesses began to
cater to the new residents’ tastes.

Su Casa, a Mexican-owned grocery
store, opened near Beardstown's historic
town square and offered tortillas, chilies
and nopal cactus. A bar, EI Flamingo,
was opened by an American woman and
her Mexican husband.

Excel at a glance

BEARDSTOWN PLANT

W Opened: June 1987

Purchased from: Oscar Mayer

W Employees: 2,000

W Annual payroll: $50 million in
wages and benefits

W Average annual salary:
$29,000

W Average hourly wage: $10.70

W Annual tax payment to city of
Beardstown: $720,

W Production: 17,400 hogs
slaughtered daiy

W Brand name products: Tender
Choice, Sterling Silver

CORPORATE DATA

W Nationwide employment:
33,000

W Corporate headquarters
Wichita, Kan.
Number of U.S. plants: 15

W Number of foreign plants:
Five, located in Canada and
Australia

W Parent company: Cargill Inc.

But as the Hispanics’ presence became
more obvious, ambivalence by some
longtime Beardstown residents turned to
resentment.

Martha Martinez, 29, was denied her
right to register to vote at the same time
she applied for a driver’s license, which
she was entitled to under Illinois’ “motor-
voter” law. She asked why and was told,

“it was because I was a naturalized citi-
zen, not a citizen citizen.”

Martinez's family was also the target of
hate crimes.

“They threw flaming rags at the
house,”said her husband, 35-year-old

Alejandro. “They punctured our tires,
They said we came to take their jobs.”

>

n Aug. 10, 1996, Beards-
town was rocked by its
first murder in seven

years.
Jorge Arambula, a 28-
year-old Mexican who
worked at Excel, was acaused of fatally
shooting Beardstown resident Travis
Brewer, 22, at I Flamingo. Brewer was a
friend of another Beardstown man,
whose ex-wife was living with Arambula.

‘The next night, a 6-foot-high makeshift
cross was doused with diesel fuel and set
ablaze i front of the bar.

Arambula was detained five days later
at his home in Monterrey, Mexico. But
Mexican law enforcement authorities re-
fused to extradite him to Lllinois. He has
never been tried for the murder in Mexi-
co, and the case remains open at the
Beardstown Police Department.

‘The decision infuriated Beardstown
residents. On Aug. 16, 1996, El Flamingo
was gutted by fire, and anonymous
callers warned the owner of Su Casa his
business would be next. He stripped s
shelves and closed the store.

oo soon arested 1 25 year-old resi-
dent of nearby Rushville, but Ilinois state
police patrolled the town for weeks.

en rumors circulated that the Ku
Klux Klan was headed to Beardstown,
the Mexican community braced for the
arrival with its own whispered threat.

“For every one of us they kill” one
Mexican resident remembers people say-

ing, “we're going to killfive of them.”

Continued on Monday.
. Lynne Walker is the Mexico City
bureau chief for Copley News Service.

n be reached at
shwalker@terra.com.mx. Photographer
Kristen Schmid Schurter can be reached
at kristen.schmid@sj-r.com.

Beardstown since 1986
Here is a look at how changes at a local pork-processing plant
transformed a town.

KRISTEN SCHMID SCHURTER, 30, is a staff
photographer at The State Jowrnal-Register. Originally
from Woodland, Calif., she has a bachelor's degree in an-
thropology and art from Stanford University and a mas-
ter's degree from the University of Missouri School of
Jounalism. She has studied overseas in China and at Ox-
ford University in England. Before coming to The State
Journal-Register in June
2001, she worked as a
staff assistant at National
Geographic Magazine and
intemed at the Kenosha
Netws; The Herald in
Jasper, Ind.; The St. Pe-
tersburg Times; and the
Hartford Courant. She
was named the 2000 Col-
lege Photographer of the
Year by the University of
Missotri at Columbia and
the National Press Photog-
raphers Association. Kris-
ten marvied Ted Schurter, also a staff photographer at the
newspaper, in the midst of the seven-month Beardstoun
project. He has been very patient.

S. LYNNE WALKER, 47, is the Mexico City burea chief
for Copley News Service, a position she has held for 11 years.
Walker spent five weeks living
in Beardstoun while research-
ing this report over the last
seven months. Fluent in Span-
ish, she interviewed nearly 100
residents and community lead-
ers, as well as immigration ex-
perts and government officials.
Walker conduucted many of her
interuiews for this series in
Spanish, so most English
quotes from native Spanish
speakers are her ranslaions

Prior to her assignment in
Mesico, Walker worked for
The San Diego Union-Tiibune, The Sacramento Union, The
Tampa Times and The Honolulu Advertiser. A journalism
graduate of the University of Hawaii, Walker has won national
avwards for her reporting of immigration issues, inclding a Na-
tional Headliner Award in 1997 and a Gerald Loeb Award in
1989. Among the assiguments she’s covered in Mexico are the
armed uprising in Chiapas in 1994, the historic election of Pres-
ident Vicente Fox and the visis of Pope John Paul I1
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attack
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likely motive
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A community struggles to set aside racial differences

‘gass and a large crater.
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al-Shirian, a Saudi analyst. “It's

into a
new Afghanistan ruled by a
Saudistyle Taliban.”

n Interior Ministry official
told the offical Saudi news

were Arabs, with
yet_unidenified, the official

President Bush telephoned

in the fight against terror, a
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bigger than they are,” he told a
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Led by Saudi-born dissident
1-Qaid
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bya
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Five have canceled
voles lo save money

ROBERT TANNER
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Several states have moved to droj

‘media and campaign donors after the
first few state primaries and the rest of
the primaries are formalities.

The decisions add fuel o the argu-

Some states cast aside presidential primaries

tered voters, -
cuses. In Missouri, the 2000 primary
rought 745,000 people 10 the polls,

while the 1996 caucus brought 20,000,

need o repirs In most states forgoing a

year, and New Mexico effectively did —
it passed a law allowing parties to hold
caucuses, and then Democratic Gov. Bil

ichardson set an early Feb. 3 caucus

o far, Kansas,
a 5

primary, il be used
instead to choose delegates 10 the na-

isla-

i legi
tures — have canceled their stat
s St

tions). i
Wasingion Gov. Gary Locks,headof

s caling a special session to discuss
Scrapping hs stale’s primary next year.
“Why waste $7 millon of scarce state.

money?” Locke said

Democrats in Washingion state are
using precinct caucuses in February to
allocate national convention delegates,

€0 55 | e prescenial pimanes nex vear  (caeusc)aremort Complen: sud o Arisons and Mo b bomocrte
s i Cans, e or
Wi nd wonderin  h polica v th Sy of e Amrican Electrte o1 Festred h andn,
e, frooy oy, SN
Some saythy cat aflord the il Yoler, he S, becausecadcuses b ting primares hrs hom speciaiy.
owe turout i e o ld o canintes
tion. rgar ]
Ioeided e of moden pimarics,  Prmarcs sl dort gt tumout Mhoverer
g 5| The front-runner gets anointed by the much higher than 20 percent of regis- ing to get rid of primaries. Maine

See PRIMARIES on page 2
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this money. we
don'thave an
impact on the
process and
people aren’t
coming because
they don't feel
they have an
impact.”
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togetherness”

contined from page |

Hispanics also worried about the fown's

bigcites where they d ived in poor,
vidden neighborhoods. Many o that i
Beardstown, they'd found not just  job, but
 plceinheUnicd s theycoud

They werent herded intoghto, s hey
mm e nother meatpackig

bought houses o he own' ee-
oo i wers ook oo
rising their children. They appreciated the
low crime rate and the ciy services that
were provided without the “gratuities” they

stown neighbors sent

ardstown in 1995 and
works with the schoolsystem’s bilingual

program.

Like other Hispanics, Chavez believed
mixof Anglsand Hisanicsmade Bear
Stown  suonger oo

Whenthe town' 11 churhes caleda
meeting after the arson, 60 people showed
upto discuss their concerns abou the
growing tension.

By the end of the meeting, Anglos and
Hispanics had formed an alfiance called
Beardstown United. Plans were
enter a float in the town's Fal Fun Festival,

anda block party was planned for Oct
rdstown United

said,
ing here,
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colors, shapes and
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opposite language.

o th residems people | riwas, e I have to help
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Ve 8 Peop more.”
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N el Vel Prot e anner
Cohesivegroup shesaid. Towas ehav.  come 2 Doty —wereen Hispanis willbeatone bl shesak. mother, Maria. “Me and
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ot Beardsiown” v Inthree e
s “Tonas ’ oty o
chiolswer teaching Hispanic Childrento et s who worked o el st 10 Toosar Swikit
st o Ameran . Peoplewere. " -Father Weicze hasbeenthewor hing 1 BeaiStown e g ot 1 s s vad b caled leamed English both
o8 for M J E ‘English fast, ret Y: 'school and from typical
I e sid oot
Pt Eaie e peopetry o v ogeer, ek Bugene. Butas i anguage sils improved, he  he Nazarne. activities such as
s s hewas
W, mw,mmgmm«mc g Al e Ve bk e s e 051 cass i ot melien som

los and Hispanics.

Butafter hisfirst year, Tomas said, ‘It

Many in Beardstown nsisted they didn't

‘Emvms Wetbacks.

learning much, |

learned
the ESL teacher.”

~ -y
st n g y
the Rev. Eugene Weitzel m.They van to b oneprish” said
heard the hushed com Jocde T, 47 who mor rd-
ownin 1958 “They dont ke o, servic
p “They d
sentment
fense of Beardstown's Hispanic residents  separate alot”
S 35 year-old Excel
language M: ‘worker who had attended bilingual Masses
had beemaimost a year since four His- i Chicgo, was diswayed by e separ-
tion. “The only
Weitzel, a 76-
year-old Springfield native who didn't guage.”he said.
Spek panis, Tadly acepedthei o sy
P, mastof s Sparishspaking e racia divide was also

parishioners were men who'd lftthei fam-

dlear in the schools. Ina

stown for work.

From the beginning, there was “tension
id.

‘Victor Sanchez remembers feeling alone

" Weitzel sa

The Rev.

Eugene Weitzel
encourages nervous altar girl E}

of St. Alexius Catholic Church
Ida Hemandez, 10. “I never

he said,
but he s devoted to his Hispanic parishioners. 4 love each and
Mass.

‘every one of you,”

he said during the Spanish-anguage

‘As long as | am here, | will be here for you.”
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the way we

WOrI

ked”

Tomas' 1988, - Thatis
ndin. wereso e, . Sanches sid “Butf he beena rite of
Astude iy e s 150 years passage for
Tomas, “Somcime Tl W andal wedonit
il g ‘alprogram: Hautsaid. -1 hey hink this  want them fo go.” omewaea
M, b d M 4 s not H ~ teenagers, and the
. preer tion”
dasss,
oo ighscol English | came oot "
* - from Ango s
; cople wh siyed n S . - Erin Lathrop, 14, left;
S Tomas. “They e outa Exce now fau,one. "
d Tomas.They e out at Excel Kathy Haut, oneof L Sia Lo
= Hispanic st Tolled i 1953
Gents . threw erself California; and Jose
Excel greling jobsinextreme. e Pores, 14, far right,
st andld amidoodand One 15earold Mexian by whohod o snd sggested they igh ot under that ind
etdsmels, Beardsiown’ Tioa. Teasons for keeping ther
bdren i ESL Soakupa new anguage. laugh as the
Countryside *she said
cabelore th | S ke ditanc. the e !
- aid DeSol: hoy
fessionals.Forthm, ot sid. e " “We've been
. challenged -
theirown fiure g ‘Arely adra DeSolar, 60,
Haut  grade lasses. o Femands Vel moved o Berisonn
e sad 0|
Hispanic student i an esabihed oal family. When she -
stoun High's ESL program hey Tiedin 1965
i Spar
Francseo theword v
¥
Ay favorite meat,
and become a Spanish teacher. Butafer  cation.
Rad started in Calforna and othr brder
though Arelysart tates 1 EXce tas hre,we wil continue
e e 1o Se s gt Dol i hi !
Hope s thatwe don' muni-
is e Andisonly
going o become more biingual
going

year, she'llbeon the
honor ol

“Give me a whole
room of Arelys,” said

wre.
By the late 19905, everybady in town
seemed 1o understand the Hispanics were

her
‘Susan DeWit, “She's

here tostay.
ﬂm’nwlofmﬂnwﬂymru@mnm His.

dent” apart
vinced she had made  Continued on Tuesday.

the ight decision. £ e sl e o Co i
ant thatthey leam ther  reached a shlkeraterracom s

ish. What parent does-

be reached at krsten.schmids-com.

to fight for

ugh

Today Arely is in the most advanced sixth-grade math group.
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3 days
of flying
cost
$1,800

Staffers. quards on
governor’s shultle

Delivery questions? *
Call 7681440

By BERNARD
SCHOENBURG
POLITICAL WRITER,

“Travel budgets of the gover-
nor’soffice and the Ilnois State
Police werecharged about
$1,800 for the use of state air-

and security guards between
Springfield and Chicago three
times last week.

e costs are calculated on a
per-passenger formula, depend-
ing on the distance traveled, ac-
cording to Tom Schafer,
spokesman forthe governor. He
said the llinois Department of

Division
Acronautis sts the price,but it

Exelon cill mo
Ionger tie
acquisition o
Hiinos Poe
rate increase
Page 39

nwa

husband, Valentine, left, works at Excel. y y
neighbors 3 the full purchase price of the
irplanes.

mount charged for
Blagojevich alone was $374, or
. And the

&

the state police paying the rest
for the securiy guard on each
.

Last Tuesday through Thurs-
day were the firs three days of
a planned six-day fall veto ses-
sion of the legislature. Blagoje-
vich, who lves in Chicago, flew
to Springfield each day and

I * L)
FRIEND
IWDEED
HOLIDAY 1 V ].ng
back to Chicago each night on

HELPERS

. * ;
Nessspaper readers
Nesaspaper reader days of the session ae et
areshowsing heir week.
generusty. = el s I weck
that he had planned o retum to
Page 14 On June 26, Chicago Tuesday. night for

X . . . andtook in several others for questioning. A 2002 traffic ;'ﬁf;‘.,‘;;;;ﬁs“ﬂ:’;.ﬁ;“!“f,:;
2 .
thel T
™0 Some immigrants sacrifice their  Hearesdiats mmmiaisiea s tamers |
. I . . incident, some Hispanics stayed home from work or kept edt0 goto Chicago Wednesday
LOST identities to Stary in AMETICA ek eniaven wome s smemer el i, '
e asking me, am
Springfield ity of changingpans t he
i ol of g st e
comedian Barr Over the last 15 years, Beard- P 5. ¢ spend the night in that big, 3

Martin and Bill ahows haw boen ored by the m mansion, withall the ser.

arrival of hundreds of Hispanics i i
andothers o work a the Exeel ordertobe hired at Excel {othe Inmigration and Natural. thing ele that goes long with
Corp. pork plant. “ltwas vry diffcult for me o zation Servic,or INS (now it but instead kind of et ke T
This s Purt 3ofourreport. "said Al y
educator, are dead. varez, who arivd in 1998 o ead and Customs Enforcemen). Toyearold and kiss my baby. i
Page 14 EARDSTOWN — the Spanishspeaking congrega-_ “We e not the NS, We do you'reasking me () I'm guity
siown tionat the Church of the not lan o be the INS."said ofthat, 1 plead guiy,” he said
Tesidents trug b
gledto find com- Lewis. “Our
mon ground wi them, Ibegan totalk with God.  peopl n,but to help the fami- a"spending orgy.”He wasupset
thei new neigh- aid, God, they et theircountry s hat some of his spending ve-
bors, e s y s 80 per
ple.  respor
Hispanics working at Excel heirjobs Judge You must judge them. Lt they amived at hosptal o deliv- ifce what my values are and
heun- e helpthem.™ ertheir babies Otherwise, they what my priries are, and
ingillegaly i the U Y fam.
By 1998, Excel’s work force. the rest of the townspeople. They  records, health records, police ‘were the children's real mothers. nding time with my
Vot ki < ‘Atthe Cass 2 children, tha’s criial,” hesad.
Mostly cloudy ploy tovn I i chaer said the per-passen-
lay; bgh It single ger cost charged internally by
Sk i ied it knowingly The Rev P il Sccuri Sate.govern ween
Tonight; I 50. itwas an open couple : heirchil Springfields Capital Airport
s dren's el and inemma-
Story by S. LYNNE WALKER =" Photographs by KRISTEN SCHMID SCHURTER See FLYING on page 4
www.sircom
sovee
ov

s
coucs
e —)

U of | tuition plan outlined | High court to hear
Guantanamo appeal

16% increase for new students  Yof I tuition increases

N il /. . ﬁ,,w,’,’.",,,;',‘,":,‘i,‘,'l‘,':‘,'.é';”‘ Will decide if courls can review cases
] S =’ & ( wllpay more than con fnu s L.
comes wilh four-year quaranlee wsmmermenision i G
ova poKoRsK THE ASSOCATED PRESS THE MEN, 105l
STAFF WRITER W Tuiion is rising around the WASHINGTON — The  Muslims. have had
country, and so are the salaries of Supreme Mong

o pew stdents a1 oo procntey e 8 Suprene Cout greed MO 1 aceess Lo lawyers

‘The good
the University of linois next fall s that

the war on terrorism, anappeal o ofher oulsiders.
asking whetherforcigners held
oup . atthe US, Navy base in Cuba ———————————
hat tion rate 2004 may contet their capivit in tained _indefnitely _ without
willbe : “The Uof | American courts. chargesortril
Grbana Cham- Thursday s cor mostly Muslims,
g i Ringeisen ofthe L 650 prisoners hed incommuri.  have had o acees tolawyers
it Uriversyoflings a1 Sprngfed said  Wbana-Champaign cado at Guartanamo By T or other outsiders, and do not
Universy offcas on Monday re- tuton for new fulime undergraduste 3 i
i increase from hat because the men were of the case the court agréed to
plan, which requies that public unver: 20
7 MIGiGE52aeee || sites charge new undergraduate stu- SeeUOF Ionpage 5 sawewmvamyamor ammwsmasii | onforcignlandthey maybede-  See COURT on page &
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‘...you live
like « kmg

here”
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continued from page |

gration agents did't show up in the town.
The new arrivals bought car, big:screen

e Mexi
tered “voers. ‘can news programs, soap operas and soc-
Few voed, howeves s g They

Apri 201 fewerthan20  bought
of the town's 120 registered H cast - yea
bl Instad,they egistra

they y had mor
“They figy g D, it

said Cass County Clerk Michael Kirchner.

wanied y
togendothei il in xico,

obi .y stopped His-
panicsfor traffic violations, some had sev
eral IDs with diffrent names intheir wal-
few were mistakenly arrested be-
cause charges were filed against the people

oved to
Beardstown in 1004 | ave an accountat
the bank. | bought  car. We cat shrimp.
e week We go o th store and f we
Spend $200 or 500,50 what’

Like
dens, Alvarez worked out his own way of

properties.

“In Mexico, for p

Tt o the Tormer) chifof ol nd

told him people have different nam

said, I were in their shoes, [ would proba-
bly

Lwe
2 i,
“Here, everything that I have wanied, | have
bought”

But Martinez i a legal resident o the
United States and his wife is a naturalized

After a week of cutting off pig hooves at Excel, Alicia Bernal spends her

, Pas-
tor, we don' wihing. We » .
d d never let
i
. they %
athome.
He  “lfceltrapped,”
i But  woman ico in 199 and
documents, y here,”she
rites. said, sweeping her arm in the direction
e by o shead v b,
bought, “We almost never go out. I feel very
eardstown had becomeatown  lonely
There were Mexi
T th “Right now,

of frui. 1

ook and that police offcals
chose o ignore.
»

thebr
from he s> sh a1 el my shand,
Let's go back.”But he doesn't want fo go
back re”

wappy her

Her jand is now an

made cheats ot them id llvc m e
gene Weitzel,

He's one ofthe lucky

lesius Cathlc Parh:Theyve roto
have two names. That's alie. They carry pa-
s that

ones.
“Many of the people at Excel work i
pers,”sh s

Thats alie.

speak,
Lor

gether more with the community is that

esider
the Hispanic residents’ reluctance to draw

baile”

theyre e Ty v aseseof oo s
weekend nights at the family's bar, Salon Azul. While Eddie DJs for the “gran insecurity.” e er ey do e b,
Life n this small theyrlowkey
bar to cleaning bathrooms. proeperly Bt yP *sid
Gl prosperity Gyure, 60, e
¥
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“I have «lot ,
of Tesentment

giblefor work.

became i oo papes
1996, Their two sons,

cal Security number they respon-  Jaime and Edmundo Jr. —also known as
Sl or mestgating whelhrthe pesonJmmy and Eddie . were born
Jnited S heyare A
black market, said Cynthia O'Connellinter-  zens :
i In 106

' alow
an oot shesas crime rate and good wages.
conamenain job

Overs St cve and ovr gy il

Excel
cutting of pig's fet,

sixleter name.

o years e, they ony owed STR 00

But that " ly. Whensomeone  They refinanced and used the maney to
complars. y s name,she
They  discrminat
. weare very y SiSe Puede” a Span-
pay & . papers” she “Ves, it can be done.”
shareof taxes. said, yselfas 1 SR
in America, you “Before, peop ~ ike many Hispanics in Beard-
2 ? he said.“Now, the p p st
Eugene Gyure, who wore a T-shit embia- i 1. But n is case, it came from
words,“These colos never run- date” mundo Bermal, who took ad- ot o i e shadows
el  Elizabeth vantage of a 1986 mmi 51 of the river”he
W renotAngos"hesad ~Weare  Bumside,wasa nerprte i Ecel's tonla granig am work. s poining o Nicxico. ey cal e £
Americans.” Tt e job i ybody
feelings. y ale, s ownerof Seon A, Edie Bral b
E y 1987, and
around here. o N  immigra tow
peop “Ten times, hecrossed  He shouted greetings in English.
. pin, That yer, o sid,nary 1000 men - He ad foun he fornula o eting
. s 3 along
Beardsiown native who asked nottobe  match” ou donthae o b g comvers
od be- " tion. Butyou Hello, and shake.
say, But pa - der ihee hand.” hesaid, ‘When youhave good
ihisisour home. I reallylf, Td fel like Dieg
L bers f , U m1nark!arlwo K
myown. anted crimi. River,
105 5 unfair. nals— i, There o
Excclprotecs dlemenfor 500, s, hair,
them . e sad. sp ride to Chicago, police offcer.
o ! - i ife, e Tosheparaa
out I iresyou when you're upset.” doorto-door in Beardstown. Her husband Ik | s he hasa
% mmedite goa.
i frst o gt Cslicense, g Lincoln;
app! ahe ™ 1958 he said
Repeat- Now,they e Continued on Wednesday
ed requests made overaseven-  machinery. el “Afer | got my documerts, began 5. Lyne Waker s he Mexico ity burau
z y tolive wel cief for Copley Nevw e can be
y job icia,in the
Were denied puebloin isbrd "
H the borderat
out the Rev. Tomas Alvarez for

Page

outside world.
y D.C. Rafael
daughter Brasel
aformer

Excel employee and now a U.S. citizen.

7
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TASIE OF
FRANCE

Patrick Groth
makes Incredibly
Delicious seem like
anotber continent.
Page 15

CANADA'S
SECRET
S, why, cuactly,

is medicine cheaper

up north?

STARS
SHINE
UIS beats
William
Jewaell 5-0
n the first

GIVE &
RECEIVE
Axistance form.
Page 13
Contribution form.
Pagetd

uw/v :la.
tonight; low 27.
More on page 34

18
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Residents
agree on
one thing:
There’s no
going back
for their

community

Story by S. LYNNE WALKER =" Photographs by KRISTEN SCHMID SCHURTER

Overthelat 1 yers, Bt
stown has.
ire il of hdreds of s
s andothers o work at the
Excel Cc

s s e n tament o
our repor

EARDSTOWN —
By autumn of 2003, b
Beardstown had barmugiony Anein

daily ife.
thm. But the Tnalmost every UsS. county, the

ton. I Conendle Ca, o,

A dozen
jobs

created
at IDOT

Democrals’ donors
gel most of them

JOHN O'CONNOR
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS.

‘While hammering for months
onthe need tosash the sate pay-
roll, Go
hired a dozen people, mstly De-
mocrstic campeign uptrntors,
e Tiinos Deparmentof Trane.
riation.
Seven of the new hires have
given a combined $7,500 to De-
mocrats, indluding $2550 to

8 The goveror's campaign
fund wil pay for one of his
flights to Chicago last

)

they're the major Blagojevich, who took office in
Inthe
Corp. opened a pork slaughter- deficit. At least one of them vol-
rd.

sowm, o Fepeic popilaton pegn sty

has reached. Wit e hires, each witha

Exeel hningat fresi ot e o loal ageney liison,
500 qnmally i

o e e gt
dents of this town o 000 mving

Saares alore. Adding in finge
iz

s will b :

t00.
“That bothers some of the town’s

years There s il acalpre

“Transportation authorites said
the liaisons’ duies are (o meet
with local offcals and speak to
community groups about road
projects and the distrbution of

ance, even an appreciation by

ipate in conferences that help

many people,

Bob Waltes sensed he iffr-
ence n the fal of 2000 when he

But at the same time, IDOT is
hiring public relations firms to

the town's 1,799 residences during.

dutes.

‘mayor. Beard-
stown fora betterjob n 1991 after

consmcion of Interstte 74

g o o ey rough ntractcosts for
Buttheallof home vms year_include Sz’o's:% for
ps for speak

In'his door-to-door campaign, ing_opportunities.” $25.000 for
dS17,000

people every-

deparment, unsighty garbage ncy is preparing to
and the city's mismanaged budget award a similar publc relations
d about the. contract for a $450 millon reha-

ent than before. Hispanics ousirppingoveral
From X

growing number of Hispanics, but

billtation of the Dan Ryan Ex.

Nan

cwhere  tucket Island, M

ly Engl

Instead, it was part ofthe new ics sedtling in thei towns. In
American Miwest, wherebrown  Garden i, . Hipanics now

‘happeningin
Beardstown,” said Walters, who

pressway
ing_proposas for pubicing
1 bi

lonMisisipi Rve e rom
Tingis to St

gocn " spobssvonan
Abby Ortenhof sad the iaisons
are necessary to help IDOT be

See JOBS on page 2

Sacrifices reme embered

Vets honored
al Stalehouse

By ADRIANA COLINDRES
STATE CAPITOL BUREAU

just after Tuesday's Veterans Day
ceremony at the state Capitol, Judy
Victor and Jan Royer made it clear
why they werehere

Bremer rushes
home lo huddle
with Bush aides

By RICHARD STEVENSON
Y. TMES NEWS SERVICE

Faster power shift
to Iragis wanted

said Victor, a eney, Defense Secetary Donald
Springfild e rr.'sldcm Her son, — L. Paul Bre. of State Col
ictor, is in he American adminsator Foval et suakhy vt
o Tt ey s 3 ried return to  Condoleezza Rice and other offi-
ore  the 233rd Miltary Washirglon on Tuesday as Bush il hdied with Bremer inthe
rans  police Company of House situation room (o
Day cover- gent round of meetings to discuss  plot ways of specding the transfer
age/Pages  Guard Larry, during up the transfer  of soverei
9and 28 “We _represent
our chdren, Ve armed foross fom 1065 10 1978, serving Inthe Army, Ak ‘The meetings reflected dissats-  said there was no evidence that
ns  Force and Marine Reserves. facton with the ace of rogress  Bush had ot confidence in Bre-
sid Roer, alsoof Springid. e inl
son, Capt. Jeff Royer, s commander y Band and the St. And that Bmmer must abandon his  him to move more quicky.
ofthe 233 ‘pecple who atended the solemn - Pipes and Drums. plan o move gradually toward the But Bremer’ viit had an un-
b Vi e o, sy b e Stbome momd. . Ve ey g s s Gection of i govrnzed syl rget i Tob her,
alsotohonorhe elmns” icials sid. o break an appointment in
Victorand Royer dintknow each  colo guards nd musia peform:

nit was ac-
tivated. Now, they're friends.

ngfld Figh School
Band, the Springheld Mumicipal  See VETERANS on page 8

Day speech vowing (0 stabi-
e Irag ace Presient Dick Ch-

See IRAQ on page &
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‘continued from page 1

won the lection with 60 percent o the vote.
wen't got out and check
“These people are al over the US.

didn't complain about
the economy had rebounded since
the Hisparics arral

Per capita income in Cass County, home
to Beardstown, shotuj roent be-
tween 1988 — the year m« Excel opened
and 197w

e handsome i e
ony mortgag payments e s owas
00,

Beardstown'’ sals tax revenvesare
growing about 3 percent a year, with Excel
major contributor to the fown's economic
well-bei

“The crime rate remains low. Beards-

shoot-
ingan Angloesidett aoca b, Dru
between 2001
2005 b v e et of .
rests was onl
Beardstown has become the town of the:

boost.”

million juniorhigh and
beginning of i school e, ool
th s .40 students wereHiparic.
SuperintendentJim Lewisfoe-
wheniis o il be edby
Singualsperrendet, You ear
thos vl wihot reyingonan it
pretrtotell you what those voice are say-

Jomy !ooﬁ-"llulm.\llln left, and Tidiane Soumare, center, are friends.

Boogie calls “Hey, TJ, Then
1998 for
“think you
b jood life.

e = ba there'sa e B L Rita Phelps, right,
& A g weasd sl speaks no Spanish,
as Walers,a Purp i often Hispanics Beardstown, with is atitude, the way he
i e andthem, "Waers  approacheshings” Waltrs sad. He bt she fokt God
neck ina sheltered world made up of o pray together.” sid. "
et ke Rim. n Vienam, s flow s g the Spanish-
w00, language Nazarene
worked up the nerve to ask, “Wha th hell out. Between 1990 and 2000, the ~ Lt by litle, | thik he had ealized church, Iglesia Del
5 sl brother? U Consis Burea epored that 76 peo- " Twas”
y Benal sad.
Jlvhitearea e did, )
When Walters was clecid, g
voughly 2,000 people vote,
“The town like Wt e jeved
an awaleni e Ihrcumny panics. where poliicl candidates areofen chosen
¥istare at likethey “Beardstown's ot s
i wlen e Erce workers i o here,  Mextcans: sid berman, St Gy inChrist. She and
“Before 1y, hesaid." 3 1 pastor Tomas
They don't call
T nota racist” g e i Spanbh youst home. i offer. att
pthe s : d Bible study.
them agan. But some of the racia bariers ~stown  “ltle Mexico” It would help theircause i they'd get in- ‘
remain g peopi exicantown”is
P gume Y e
said the Rev. Tomas Alvarez 46, who'leads ~ sel he sad. people n nearby
money ou, < jobs" communities now
oo s "o gl e N Gt i thod_ pars it it Ut deserbe Beard:
i i Sown,
ooyt v terms. The Rev. 12 money Ata Beardstow
"Athischurch, whichhe calls “Libertad” s in Mexico bout 20 fans of Brown
orfreedom, Couny Hig
The R S Ediston,aFrancscan Tt
ome, slep,
« . St Alexus in 1999 and 2000, s3id (s i the Brown County fans e Wewant
s butthey  tacos,”said T
think &= e o
. o Azul 2 b
ens, the

it may

“he
said. “The pastors don't know what o do
about i, either.”

become an

international = =

town”

proces.
Bernal, 35, speaks English and has an
easy augh tha help i brdge the o
Guklres He s an Amercan cizen anda
Beardstoun cisen  Hispaic whohas de
e o make Bearstowt s home
For i, throcsof e chizen
only
e i Wl
e cenhoughe s .
o4 that the mayor opposed
mgplmm ,nmwm

‘would continue
magnet for drog pediers and otherune.
vory elements.
So Walters watched Bemnal run the bar
for several months, even stopping by fora
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“We didn’t
come

to mess up

America”’

the image of Beardstown. That wasn't just
g

of cancer.“He had come up here hoping our
but it couldn't”

Changes
b Thesatcs 7,
“Three m Calfomia,
are awaiting ria o the charges,which  Arizona, Texa, Georgia, North Carolina eduserdored
aximum penaly of v years 015 and linos. Debble
‘years in prison. “Personally, | have no problem with Hi mm'ﬂl‘im i
o Walters said Stroot, Mike
3 Haberman has put his
tices. They play inthe gray area. Thy don't  thei families, You ca' aul them fortha
ol : s You b house on the market

the book, either.”
Excel

A longasthe curetinmigration avs
g

the

View with a company official. But the com-
ke

‘Aftr the June raid, some undocumented

Poyment eighiiny” Bearatown e theyar n thr mea
‘mayor said he has repeatedly asked  packing tow
Fora d “hasbeena
undocumented workers. Longtime Excel Pty
I - said the Rev. Al
orker a the plant o inmigration vl varez

tions since

holetown” Sagersi several imes. Theytokd s hy dont e
Chica- e isource.
“Alotofpeopesay £othemsehes, * Walrssid
Mexica own- They don' H :
2 *he aid.
Tt ’ v g
atesevry lockin Beardsiown. body home Six mmigration agents are responile
pialhe v Gortodegs s "ow
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